During the fall coral spawning in Curaçao, Netherlands Antilles, at depths between 10 and 60 m, we observed 18 colonies of Stephanocoenia intersepta (Fig. 1a) releasing eggs from their tentacles between 22:30 and 23:30 h (Fig. 1b, c) . Spawning polyps held between 1 and 5 eggs in each tentacle, with a slit extending over the length of each tentacle (Fig. 1c) , so that the eggs were exposed (for up to 10 min) to the ambient seawater prior to release. Male colonies (n ¼ 12) released sperm 0-30 min prior to the observed release of eggs. Individual eggs were then released from the tentacles over the course of approximately 20 min, and eggs were never observed in the mouths of any polyps. Eggs collected immediately on release from female S. intersepta colonies show extremely high rates of fertilization (Hagman et al. 1998) , suggesting that these colonies release embryos rather than unfertilized eggs.

